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Gleanings from One Individual’s 
Daily Devotionals 



 God sends, but He also welcomes. If 
He sends me to a different part of the 
room, house, town or country, He is already 
there to welcome me when I get there. 





 
 I must remember that knowledge of 
the truth and agreement with the truth do 
not constitute obedience to the truth. 
 And until I am totally obedient God is 
not done with me. 







 Those who admire Jesus want to 
know more about Him. Those who follow 
Him want to be like Him. 
 My prayer is that I will go beyond 
admiring to copying. 







 Dear Father, grant me the discipline 
to seek you, the patience to wait for you, 
the understanding to know you, the 
willingness to obey you, and the faith to 
trust you. 



 When the son returned home in John 
15, the father did not say “I told you so.” He 
only said “Welcome home.” 
 Are people afraid to come back to 
God through our churches because they do 
not know which they will hear from us? 





 
 I prayed “Father, show me my sins so 
I can confess and repent and be more like 
Jesus.” 
 So He showed me one, but it was 
one of my favorite things to do. Then He 
showed me another one, but it was one of 
my favorite opinions. 
 Now the ball is in my court. Am I 
really ready to change (or be changed)? 





 
 God’s provisions for my life are often 
like Saran Wrap…hard to see but Simply 
Amazing Responses to All Needs. 







 Cheap worship - doesn’t cost me 
much. It’s shallow worship and it doesn’t 
change me much. 



 When I look at a sinful world…the 
lying, injustice, greed, murder…do I feel 
more anger and outrage toward the 
perpetrators than I do sympathy and 
compassion for the victims? 
 Do I want to punish more than I want 
to help? 







 In Matthew 16:22 Peter contradicted 
Jesus because what Jesus was saying 
differed from what Peter had been taught 
as a child, what he had believed all his life. 
 Do we sometimes let what we have 
been taught in the past interfere with what 
God wants to teach us now? Do we let old 
attitudes and opinions keep us from 
accepting new revelations? 







 If Jesus had lived in the United States 
between the years 1860-1890, would His 
disciples have been known as his “posse”? If 
we had lived there during those years 
would we have joined that group? 
 Today do we consider ourselves part 
of that posse, deputized to tell others of our 
love for, and devotion to Jesus? 



 I have heard it said that to avoid 
running ahead of God we should delay 
helping others “until we feel the Holy Spirit 
leading us to serve in that particular 
situation.” 
 Maybe we should instead start 
helping now and continue to help until the 
Holy Spirit tells us to quit. 







 We should worship God because of 
His majesty and power – who He Is. 
 We should love God because of His 
mercy and grace – what He has Done. 
 

 
 

 When Jesus returned to heaven, 
what did He take back as souvenirs of His 
trip? 
 Five scars and the assurance He had 
done His Father’s will. 
 

 
 

 IMMANUEL – God with us. I have 
come to believe this is the grandest word of 
all. Not God above us or God creating us or 
God judging us, just God with us. 



 If we are not careful, church can 
become a good place to hide from God. 
 

 
 

 When I pray, my desire should be to 
touch God, not to “put the touch on” God. 
 

 
 

 Should confession (admit a specific 
sin), repentance (pledge not to repeat that 
sin), acceptance (receive God’s forgiveness), 
and rejoicing (because of that forgiveness) 
be part of our time at church on Sunday 
morning? 
 If so, in which part of the activities 
are we expected to do these things? 
 

 
 

 If I can learn to let God be enough I 
will always have enough because I will 
always have God. 
 

 
 

 Am I a “stroller” Christian, a “training 
wheels” Christian or a “ten speed” 
Christian? 



 It seems we Christians are more 
willing to hate the things God hates – sinful 
behavior – than we are to love the things 
God loves – sinful people. 
 Why? Could it be that loving costs 
more money, time, energy and 
commitment than hating does, and too few 
of us are willing to pay the price? 
 

 
 

 I recently heard a man pray “Lord, 
this week help us to see and take advantage 
of every opportunity we have to be 
witnesses for you.” I thought it was a good 
prayer. 
 But wouldn’t it be better if we 
prayed “Lord, may your Spirit show us how 
to intentionally create and take advantage 
of opportunities to be a witness for you?” 
 

 
 

 When God shows me a sin in my life I 
usually try to deny it (I didn’t do it) or 
dismiss it (it’s no big deal) or distort it (it’s 
not my fault.) Seems I’ll do most anything 
but admit and repent. 



 Lord, help me to stay in my prayer 
closet until I have said everything you want 
me to say, heard everything you want me to 
hear, thought everything you want me to 
think, understood everything you want me 
to understand, believed everything you 
want me to believe and decided everything 
you want me to decide. Then, when I leave 
that closet, help me to do everything you 
want me to do. 
 





 I should frequently (daily) pray “Lord, 
teach me about me.” I need to properly 
understand the parts of me that God has 
improved so I can glorify and thank Him for 
them. I also need to properly understand 
the parts of me that need more work so I 
can partner with the Holy Spirit to improve 
them. 
 

 
 

 The Bible is God’s own account of his 
dealings with the human race. He could 
have subtitled it with “This is my account of 
all I have done and will do in the process of 
loving mankind.” 



 John L. Ogilvie writes as a prayer: 
“Help me to remember that a great life is an 
accumulation of days lived, one at a time, 
for your glory and by your grace.” 
(emphasis mine) 
 

 
 

 Max Lucado wrote “Faith is not the 
belief that God will do what you want. Faith 
is the belief that God will do what is right. 
 And to that may I add that such faith 
includes the willingness to accept that what 
God does is enough! 
 





 Is the term “proud servant” an 
oxymoron? Not for the Christian. I am a 
servant, but I am proud of the one I serve. I 
am a servant, but I am proud to bear my 
Master’s name. Being a servant is not a bad 
thing because I have the perfect boss. 
 

 
 

 Science can tell us how to live longer, 
but only God can tell us why to live longer. 
 
 



 It is GRACE that causes God’s 
GREATNESS to become God’s GOODNESS 
that showers me with underserved 
blessings. 
 It is MERCY that causes God’s 
MAGNIFICANCE to become the MIRACLE 
that keeps me from receiving the 
punishment I deserve. 
 





 Sometimes God says “Go out into the 
world and fight. My strong arm will protect 
you.” Other times He says “Sit here beside 
me on the couch. I’ll hold your hand while 
you cry.” I’m more likely to want to sit 
rather than fight. 
 





 I wonder just where Jesus was when 
He said “Come to me if you are tired and I 
will give you rest?” I suspect He was 
standing in the corner of Over-worked 
Avenue and Mistreated Street, just across 
from Religion Park and around the corner 
from Disappointment Plaza. 
 
 
 



 Some people are rock collectors. 
Some people are rock polishers. Too many 
Christians, including myself, tend to be rock 
throwers. And we belong to a rock 
throwers club called a church. 
 In order to be a member in good 
standing of that group, we have to look at 
people who are different than we are and 
label them so we can either ignore them or 
throw rocks at them. (And yes, they are 
hurt by being ignored just like they are hurt 
by rocks.) 
 Some of the labels we use are lazy, 
weak-willed, selfish, stupid, liberal, 
conservative, sinful, weird and shallow. But 
label them we must, because those labels 
justify our choosing them as targets. 
 





 When I sin, I want to find excuses for 
my behavior and put the blame on outside 
(of myself) explanations and circumstances. 
 In sports jargon this takes the form 
of “It took a bad bounce” or “The sun was in 
my eyes” or “The referee missed the call.” 
 But when I do good, I want to take all 
the credit and pat myself on the back 
because I am such a “GOOD” person. 



 For me, as a child of God, every day 
is a day of lessons. 

One day the lesson goal might be 
patience and the audio-visual God chooses 
to use is slow traffic. 

The next day the lesson may be 
courage, and the stock market takes a 
triple-digit dip. 

The next day the lesson may be self-
control, and I spill a glass of milk at 
breakfast. 

The next day the lesson may be love, 
and I’m forced to spend three hours with 
the most obnoxious guy I know. 
 I wish I wasn’t such a slow learner! 
 





 Jesus told the parable of the man 
who was forgiven a big debt by his master, 
but would not forgive a friend a small debt. 
Basically the man would not pass on 
something he had been given…forgiveness. 
 Is it a misapplication of that story for 
me to apply this to myself and the salvation 
I have been given? If I do not help others 
find the salvation I have been given, am I 
displeasing my Master the way the 
ungrateful servant did his? 



 Recently I was in the Bass Pro Shop. 
A boy about eight years old came in, 
evidently for the first time. He stopped 
dead in his tracks. His eyes got big and his 
only word was a long, slow “WOW”! 
 When I think of Jesus’ words 
“…unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matthew 18:3), I usually think 
of being humble and innocent. 
 Maybe I should also think of being 
excited and awe-struck at each expression 
of God’s love and power. When was the last 
time we thought about God and said 
“WOW”? 
 





 My love is too shallow; my ego is too 
insecure; my patience is too short; my 
anger is too quick; my defensiveness is too 
active; my generosity is too small; my faith 
is too weak. 
 BUT my God is too loving to let me 
live in discouragement and despair. He 
knows all my “too” conditions. He still tells 
me He loves me and it is not too late for the 
Holy Spirit to change each of them. 
(Philippians 1:6) 



 Prayer was never meant to be a 
monologue. 
 





 Today I may meet some “evil” people 
who will enrage and oppose me, some 
“good” people who will frustrate and upset 
me, and some Christians who will puzzle 
and ignore me. 

As a child of God, I am to actively 
pray for and love each of them. 
 





 My stumbling, mumbling, simple 
prayers are accepted by God for the same 
reason that parents value their first grader’s 
art work…LOVE. 

Do you suppose God sometimes puts 
our prayers on His refrigerator? 
 





 Am I willing to be used by God to 
help meet the needs in the lives of others as 
I am to use others to meet the needs in my 
own life? 
 
 



 I tend to treasure God’s promises, 
but ignore or resist His commands. Proverbs 
2:1-5 tells me to “…treasure the 
commandments.” 
 





 Life’s big relationship question: 
When I meet others, will I lift their burdens, 
ignore their burdens or add to their 
burdens? 
 





 In good times may I give God more 
praise and take for myself less credit. 
 In bad times may I give God more 
trust and take for myself less pity. 
 





 When I enter my prayer closet, the 
Holy Spirit goes with me. I need to lock the 
door and give him the key with the 
instructions “Don’t let me out until the 
Father is done with me.” 
 








 Winning the world to Christ is a 
family business. It is a venture of the Father 
and all His children. 
 





 God wants to do it…He will do it…if I 
let Him. Do what? Work in me to make me 
complete so I can do every good deed He 
plans for me to do. 
 





 I think sometimes God does not 
solve the problems of those I am praying for 
until I am ready to be used by Him as part 
of that solution. Sometimes God says 
“Don’t just pray. DO!” 
 





 God blessed me yesterday. If I don’t 
use those blessings to help someone today, 
why should He bother to bless me any more 
tomorrow? 
 
 
 




 God’s voice is true and relevant 
whether He whispers (butterflies, gentle 
rain, a cat’s purr) or shouts (Niagara falls, a 
forest fire, a hurricane.) 

In all things He is saying “I created. I 
control. I love. Trust me.” 
 
 







 “Stop on the red and go on the 
green”…one of the first lessons we learn as 
children. It remains one of the most vital 
maxims we need to obey throughout our 
lifetime. 
 Paul taught the principle of “Stop” 
and “Go” in Titus 2:11-12 when he wrote 
“renounce ungodliness…” (STOP) and “…live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives…” 
(GO). 
 Stop and Go – Don’t and Do. The 
two sides of a coin called “godliness.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Sometimes when I go to Jesus He 
comforts me and warms my heart. Other 
times He disciplines me and warms my 
backside. He knows which is best for me at 
that particular moment. 

I must have enough faith in his love 
and wisdom to gratefully accept whatever 
He gives. 





The Prodigal Son demanded what 
was rightfully his and what he had every 
right to expect. But he wanted it NOW, 
before he was ready to use it wisely. 

It’s easy for me to act this way 
toward God – to demand the promised 
comfort and protection and prosperity on 
my time schedule, forgetting that His timing 
is better than mine. God always know what 
is best and when is best and how much is 
best. 





In our churches is the “altar” call 
considered by the members to be an “altar” 
call to them? Why do we expect lost people 
to come to the altar and ask forgiveness 
when we, ourselves, never model such 
behavior? 

 



Oswald Chambers states that the 
degree to which we understand God and 
become like His Son depends on the degree 
to which we obey Him. Abraham’s 
obedience in Genesis 12:4 was necessary 
before he was close enough to bargain with 
God. (Genesis 18:16-33) 

 




Jesus ran the merchants out of the 
temple (Mark 11) because they were 
misusing it. My body and mind are God’s 
current temple (1 Corinthians 6:19.) 

I wonder if He disapproves of any 
thoughts or attitudes or opinions or actions 
that I am allowing into this temple? 

I hope not. 
 





Every time I make a prayer request, it 
must include in word or attitude a 
“…nevertheless…” (Matthew 26:38.) That 
one word changes what I want into what 
God wants. And what God wants should be 
the sole controlling theme of my life, not 
just a part of my prayer. 

 
 



When the Holy Spirit tells me to do 
something and I reply “I can’t,” I am being 
just as disobedient as if I say “I won’t.” God 
won’t tell me to do something that I am 
unable to do (with His help.) To respond “I 
can’t” is to contradict Him. 

False humility or an inaccurate 
assessment of my capability serves as a 
barrier to my service and my fellowship 
with God. 





In the Old Testament God allowed – 
and in some cases even ordered – His 
people to destroy sinful people. In the New 
Testament He ordered His people to love 
and help sinful people. 

I often think it would be easier (and 
maybe even more satisfying) to follow the 
Old Testament ways rather than the New 
Testament ways. The extent to which I can 
love rather than attack depends on the 
extent to which I am Christ-like. 

 




If I refuse to tell others about God’s 
grace, if I refuse to share what I know about 
the grace I have received, then I have 
received it in vain. 



When I think about God, do I first 
think (a) love, joy, peace and gratitude (b) 
guilt and punishment (c) duty and 
responsibility or (d) power and conflict? 
Would there be a proper order for these 
when we consider God? 

 




More and more each day I find 
myself struggling with the challenge of 
being disgusted with sin while still fulfilling 
the commandments “Love thy neighbor as 
thyself” and “Pray for those who 
despitefully use you.” 

Too much of me wants to point 
fingers and throw rocks and not enough of 
me wants to embrace hurts and share a 
meal. 

 




In Samuel 3, why did God have to call 
Samuel’s name three times before the boy 
recognized His voice? Because he had never 
heard it before. 

If I don’t “Be still” (Psalm 46:10) 
every day I’m liable to not recognize that 
same voice. Would it be totally inaccurate 
to translate that verse “Shut up and listen?”  



God’s blessings are extra-ordinary, 
but they are given to us so regularly and 
quietly that we take them for granted. The 
“extra” wears off and we stop being 
grateful (and sometimes even angry with 
God if He withholds them for a while.) 

Maybe His greatest blessing is His 
patience!  

 




As a Christian I take comfort in the 
fact that God always keeps His word. 

Can others take comfort in the 
knowledge that I, as a Christian, will always 
keep mine?  

 




Isaiah 55:8 says God’s thoughts and 
ways are higher than mine. So what do I 
have to lose by adopting His thoughts and 
ways? The results of becoming like Him are 
all positive, but somehow I still sometimes 
hesitate to abandon my ways in favor of 
His.  

 
 
 



The Holy Spirit will cause Biblical 
information to become spiritual 
illumination that will lead to personal 
transformation.  

 




In every church there are those who 
are contagious in their joy and those who 
are cranky in their boredom. I need to be 
careful which I spend time with and allow to 
influence me. 

 




Suppose this Sunday morning my 
pastor announced (and I believed him) that 
Jesus himself would preach at my church 
next Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

How early would I get there? How 
close to the front would I sit? How would 
my excitement level compare to level I had 
when I left home this morning? 

I’m sure I would do all I could to get 
as physically close to Jesus as possible. Then 
why do I presently not feel and show more 
desire to be spiritually close to Him? 

 
 



In 2 Corinthians 13:5 Paul suggested 
(commanded?) that I examine myself. (I 
would really much rather examine you.)  

Unless that self-examination is 
conducted under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit it is likely to produce inaccurate 
results. In fact, I should think of it as a Holy 
Spirit exam, rather than a self-exam. 

Then I am expected to live my life on 
the basis of the results of that examination.  

 




For some reason many people want 
to please God by obeying the rules He gave 
rather than establishing a relationship with 
the Son He sent. 

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were rule 
followers ever careful to never “walk up the 
down staircase.” But in their blind efforts to 
be obedient, they missed the thrill of 
knowing Jesus as a friend and brother. 

May I never stop enjoying my 
relationship with my Savior!  

 




When I look at people who are 
different than me, am I more likely to judge 
than to love? 



My love for God is proven by my 
obedience. My love for others is proven by 
my service. Obey and Serve. Seems simple 
enough, but after 50 years of Christian life I 
still struggle to do both.  

 




In Genesis 15:9-17 God “cut 
covenant” with Abraham. The sacrifice 
demanded of Abraham and the “horror of a 
great darkness” and the “burning lamp” all 
served to etch God’s promise into his 
memory. 

Would more ritual in Baptist 
churches help make the decisions of 
salvation, dedication and sanctification 
more valid (real, lasting)?  

 




When I have problems, only God has 
a) the love to want to help me, b) the 
imagination to think of a solution, c) the 
wisdom to know how and when to apply 
that solution, and d) the power to make it 
work 

Why am I so slow and stubborn to 
ever think I need anyone or anything else? 

 



When the king asked Nehemiah 
“What is your request” Nehemiah prayed 
before he answered. (Nehemiah 2:4) 

When his enemies ridiculed him he 
prayed and kept working. Nehemiah 4:4-6) 

Prayer results in God-directed words 
and work. This is the only formula for 
genuine success. Prayer without work is 
often laziness, and work without prayer is 
often pride.  





Among non-Christians we have the 
reputation of emphasizing God’s 
punishment more than God’s love. They 
think we teach that God wants to punish 
them rather than bless them. They believe 
we get pleasure from seeing God punish 
bad people. 

Where do they get such ideas? How 
can we change the way they think?  

 




Every problem in my life is nothing 
more than another chance for me to allow 
God to solve that problem in a way that will 
glorify His name. 

Why is that so hard to remember? 
 



God is the weaver, I am the cloth. 
God is the poet, I am the poem. 
God is the composer, I am the song. 
God is the artist, I am the painting. 
God is the sculptor, I am the statue. 
God is the writer, I am the novel. 
God is the gardener, I am the flower. 
You get the idea. Any more thoughts???  

 




 Haggai 2:4 contains a reminder to 
God’s chosen people to “…be strong…and 
work…” There was no mention of “be 
strong and rest.” 
 I guess there are people who are 
“workaholics” and need to be encouraged 
to sit and rest. (That particular situation has 
never been a problem in my life.) 

I think most people are like me and 
are more likely to heed Jesus’ words to 
“…come unto me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest…” than 
they are to want to hear “be strong and 
work.” 
 However if I spend more time 
working for God than talking and listening 
to God, my work probably will not be as 
effective as He intends. 



 The most valuable athlete says, by 
word or action, “I’m not as good as I want 
to be coach. Show me how to get better.” 
The most valuable employee says the same 
thing to his boss. 

The most valuable Christian says the 
same thing to God…and he really means it. I 
am sure I don’t say it often enough.  

 




 In Mark 4:39 Jesus “…arose…” before 
He calmed the storm. Why? He could have 
accomplished the same thing with a 
whisper (or even a thought) while still lying 
down in the stern of the boat. 
 I think He stood up so the disciples 
would have a good, clear picture of God’s 
power at work through the Son. Jesus 
wanted to be sure there was no doubt as to 
who was in control and just exactly why the 
storm ended. 
 Do I have the courage to stand up 
and declare myself an obvious source of 
God’s power and influence in difficult 
situations? 
 
 
 



Sometimes the temptation to sin can 
come in the strangest places – like a Sunday 
school class. The teacher may announce 
“Someone give a testimony of the Lord 
working in your life last week.”  

If I feel an urge to speak up, is it 
because I want to impress those in 
attendance or because I have a genuine 
desire to glorify God? And if someone else 
testifies, do I sin by immediately doubting 
their motive?  







1 John 4:21 says “He who loves God 
must love his brother also.” If I do not love 
others, especially other Christians, my love 
for God is stunted and limited. 

How do I know if I love them? I want 
to help them.  







Colossians 2:10 states that I am 
“…complete…” in Christ. This means my 
salvation is a done deal, signed, sealed and 
secured for all eternity. I think it also means 
that because of my relationship with Jesus I 
have all that is necessary to serve God and 
live a life of joy and confidence. 



 The degree to which I have become 
holy is indicated by the degree to which I 
am sharing God’s blessings. 





 
 We recently returned from a short 
visit halfway across the country. In the 
process we trusted total strangers to safely 
pilot five different planes. I did not even 
think twice about going up to the front to 
quiz them about how they were going to 
handle all the controls and details. 

Yet I am frequently tempted to 
question God concerning just how He is 
going to take care of me today and 
tomorrow and the rest of my life. Really 
kind of foolish, isn’t it? 







 Is it possible to become so close to 
God – so attuned to His will 24/7 – that we 
will not have to ask “What is your will?” 
because our first thoughts and impulses will 
automatically be in line with His? 
 
 
 



The events of Ezekiel 37 were God’s 
way of showing Ezekiel that there is no 
situation so full of death and sin that He 
cannot change it and bring life to it. 
 So it is for me. There is no situation 
in my life or the lives of my children, 
neighbors, church or nation that God 
cannot make right.  If I constantly keep this 
in mind it is easier for me to keep praying 
and believing. 







 In the Holman Christian Bible, 
Hebrews 10:24 says “let us become 
concerned about one another in order to 
promote love and good works.” (The King 
James version uses “stir up” rather than “be 
concerned about.”)  

The idea seems to be that as 
Christians we should be stirring up or 
agitating or pushing each other to do good 
things for others. 
 My problem is that I would rather 
agitate and push you rather than have you 
agitate and push me. If I have my choice, I’ll 
do the stirring and you can do the work. 
 
 



 One of the most challenging aspects 
of being a Christian is understanding the 
balance between grace and mercy on one 
hand and resisting sin on the other. 
 Since God has forgiven me (mercy) 
and since He has promised to bless me 
(grace), what is so important about a few 
small sins (the only kind I would commit 
anyway)? 
 The forgiveness is signed and sealed 
and will never be revoked. Is the receiving 
of blessings linked to my behavior? 







 To have an overwhelming love for 
God – to be passionate in my desire to be 
near Him – is more important than serving 
Him. (The relationship is more important 
that the service.) 
 In fact my service that is not 
preceded by and based on such love will 
become a chore that will be abandoned. 







 Jesus left the ultimate comfort zone 
(heaven) to make the ultimate sacrifice (the 
cross) for the ultimate “they-don’t-deserve-
it” people (me.) How grateful for this am I? 



 In my relationship to God I must not 
go back to where I was or stay where I am 
now. I must allow God to move me to what 
and where He wants me to be. This will be 
something and somewhere I have never 
been. It will require change. 
 But does He remember that I’m a 
Baptist and Baptists “don’t do change very 
well”? 







 “Seek ye first the kingdom of God…” 
Matthew 6:33. I define that kingdom as 
“God ruling my actions and thoughts into 
complete obedience to His will.” 
 “First” can mean chronologically. The 
first thing I seek every day – for thirty 
minutes or so – is His kingdom. 
 “First” can also refer to priority. The 
most important thing in my life is His 
kingdom. 
 And this verse would seem to be 
more of a command than an invitation or 
suggestion. 









 I did not do anything to achieve my 
salvation, but I must do everything in my 
power to exhibit it every day. 
 







Self-pity is a sin because it is based 
on the concept that God is not doing as 
good a job of taking care of me as He 
should be. And what right do I have to 
criticize God about anything? 







Wouldn’t it be wonderful if, after my 
death, everyone who knew me thought my 
head stone should say “he served God by 
serving others.” 







I think we all try to find things we can 
do that will show the lost and unchurched 
that we are children of God. We could do 
this by choosing to grin more than we gripe, 
compliment more than we complain, praise 
more than pout and carry their burdens 
rather than criticize their actions. 



I must deal privately with some of 
the crises God allows in my life so I will be 
better prepared to serve Him publically. 







The “Lord our God” promises to 
gently teach me the things He wants me to 
know and He loves me enough to use tough 
love if I am a slow or stubborn learner. 







We have all heard the advice “Be 
careful what you ask for, because you might 
get it.” In Numbers 14:28-35 the Hebrew 
people said they would have been better 
off if they had died in the desert. So God 
decided to let them do just that – die in the 
desert. 

Should I ask God for what I want? 
Sure! But I must ask, not demand. And my 
requests should be accompanied by “But if 
You think something else is better, I’ll be 
glad to take that instead.” (And really mean 
it when I say it.) 

 
 
 

 



I have discovered that, for me at 
least, servanthood in general is different 
from servanthood in the specific. I may be 
able to adopt an “I am a servant to others” 
attitude, but can I tell God “I will be a 
servant to Bill or Fred or Joe or Paul?” 

Accepting a role of servant to one 
specific person requires a devotion to God 
that I don’t have yet. It also requires a very 
clear call. 







Paul was a leader of the early anti-
Christian movement. We can only imagine 
the anger and hatred directed at him by the 
Sanhedrin when he converted and began 
preaching the gospel. 

His reaction was basically, “So what, I 
don’t care.” (1 Corinthians 4:10-13) 

Can I become willing to obey God 
and serve others if He is the only one who 
knows what I am doing or if He is the only 
one who approves of what I am doing? 

 
 
 
 



In 2 Corinthians 5:14, Paul said the 
love of God “…compels…” us. It compelled 
him to preach the gospel. What specific, 
day-by-day actions am I compelled to carry 
out because of His love? 







In Matthew 26 Peter, James and 
John let Jesus down by not praying for Him. 
Yet, when He woke them (v.45) there was 
little or no rebuke. 

Jesus continues to show such 
acceptance of my weaknesses and failures. 
He loves me in spite of my shortcomings, 
not because of my successes. 

Such amazing grace exemplifies the 
way I should react to others when they “let 
me down.” 







In John 4 Jesus met a Samaritan 
woman. He asked her to serve Him – to give 
Him a drink. She did not do so. Instead she 
asked Him to serve her (v.15) 

When I pray I should more often say 
to Jesus “What can I do for You” rather than 
“Here’s what I want You to do for me.” 

 



I must deal privately with many of 
the crises God allows in my life so I will be 
better prepared to serve Him publicly.  







I think we all try to find things we can 
do that will show the lost and unchurched 
that we are children of God. One way to do 
that would be to always grin more than we 
gripe, compliment more than we complain, 
praise more than pout and carry their 
burdens rather than criticize their actions.  







My relationship with Jesus should 
cause me to stand a little taller, walk a little 
straighter and look forward to each day. It 
should produce a skip in my step, a smile on 
my face and active love for everyone I 
meet. It should cause me to laugh more, 
pray more and give more. It should cause 
me to complain less, criticize less and gossip 
less.  











Jesus said, “Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me…and you will find rest…” 
(Matthew 11:29) What is His “yoke?” I think 
it is His concern, sympathy and love for 
others. (Can I learn such feelings?)  

Whatever it is, I will find rest when I 
accept it and wear it. I think wearing it also 
allows me to learn some things I cannot 
learn any other way.  







Difficult circumstances will serve as 
God’s teaching tool if I allow. When I come 
out on the other side of the valley (Psalm 
23:4) I can be a more faithful, dependable, 
efficient servant. But I need to be saying 
“Speak, Lord” while I am in the valley. I 
need to be seeking His will rather than 
worrying and feeling sorry for myself.  







In Acts 26:16 Paul stated that Jesus 
had “appeared” to him so he would be a 
“witness” of the things he had learned and 
would learn. 
 Can I be anything else and still be 
true to his desire for my life? 
 



As a Christian I should view the past 
through the lens of gratitude, the present 
through the lens of obedience and the 
future through the lens of expectation.  







We use the term “seeker” to refer 
only to pre-Christians. Why? 

I think it is because we have the 
mentality that once we are saved 
(converted, regenerated, born again) we 
have arrived at our final destination with no 
more to learn. 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. A Christian should be the most avid 
searcher of all: searching for God’s will in 
daily living, searching for a deeper 
relationship with Jesus, searching for new 
service opportunities, searching the 
highways and hedges for people who need 
what the Christian has already received 
from God.  







God is my Father! When people 
watch my life do they ever say about me, 
“He’s just a chip off the old block?” 

 



Having a close, intimate, personal 
relationship with Jesus is like hearing and 
responding to dance music that on one else 
can hear. 

I smile and others don’t know why. I 
move in rhythms and steps that others 
don’t understand. I find satisfaction from 
dancing when others haven’t even been 
aware there was something to dance to. 

Others may find my behavior a little 
strange, but Jesus and I don’t really care.  







Immanuel…God with me. Impossible! 
Incomprehensible! Outrageous! Wonderful! 
Unbelievable! 

The God who imagined and created 
and understands and controls all the 
universe has chosen to be with me – to love 
and value me. 

This has to be the greatest miracle of 
all time!!!  







Do I consider serving God – 
witnessing about God – a duty or a 
privilege? 

 



If tough times cause me to draw 
close to God, maybe I should ask Him for 
more tough times. Too often I wait until 
tough times come along to call on Jesus and 
expect Him to ride in on a white horse and 
perform some miracle and rescue me. 
When this happens He is my rescuer, 

I want to learn to be closer to Him in 
good times when He can be my friend and 
companion. I need to learn to pray as hard 
for His companionship as I do for His 
“rescue-ship.”  







In talking to athletes before a game, 
a coach will sometimes say something like 
“Go out there and leave it all on the court 
(field.) Win or lose, when this game is over, 
be sure you know you gave it everything 
you had. I don’t expect more, but don’t you 
accept less. If you give it all you’ve got, then 
you can walk tall, win or lose. 

That is what God expects from me 
today. When I ask Him to help me fully live 
the life He’s giving me today, He will enable 
me to do just that and we will both be 
pleased with the outcome. 

 



For forty years the Hebrew people 
had to go out each morning (except on the 
Sabbath) and gather their food for the day 
(manna). This is a reminder to me to spend 
time each morning to allow God to feel my 
spirit, help me appreciate and understand 
His blessings, and get my assignments for 
the day.  







“I will set nothing wicked before my 
eyes…I will not know wickedness” (Psalm 
101:3-4). Avoiding temptations is largely my 
responsibility. I am to take specific steps to 
avoid being tempted. If I ask the Holy Spirit, 
He will help me, but the resolve to avoid sin 
and sin-inducing situations is up to me.  







I tend to want to live in “Hallelujah” 
territory and remember that the 
“Whosoever” of John 3:16 includes me. 

But I want to ignore “I’m sorry” 
territory and forget that the “all” of Romans 
3:23 also includes me. 

 
 

 


